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Chairman’s Report

‘It was the best of times / it was the worst of times’ [Charles Dickens – A Tale of Two Cities]
I have previously commented that National and International events have impacted on the work of the Parish Council and residents. 
The war in Ukraine, the Celebration of Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee, the Death of Queen Elizabeth II, the Proclamation of succession of King Charles III and the prospect of housing 400 Asylum seekers in Creaton, have all contributed to Councillors and Residents rising to the challenge of responding to those issues.  

COUNCIL MEMBERS
Administratively the Parish comprises two wards, Hollowell, which includes Highfield Park, and Teeton.  There are eight Councillors, two of whom represent Teeton ward, supported by one paid employee, the Clerk, Mrs Gillian Greaves, (appointed in September 2016) who also holds the position of the ‘Responsible Finance Officer’.  

Delegated Roles & Responsibilities: (2022 – 23)
Hollowell Ward:
Andrew Crisp [Elected May 2016 / 2021] Chairman / Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator / Police Liaison / Highways Representative / Hollowell & Teeton Notice Boards / Street Lighting Co-ordinator / Finance Signatory
Emily Curtis [Elected May 2016 / 2021] Vice Chairman / HPPAC Liaison / Asset Management support / Jane Letts Trustee 
Allen Eaton MBE [Elected May 2016 / 2021] Mowing Co-ordinator / Jane Letts Trustee / Pocket Park Support 
Graham Leah [Co-opted July 2016 / Elected 2021] Representative on Hollowell Village Hall Committee / Jane Letts Trustee / Finance Signatory 
Sue McCubbin [Co-opted June 2016 / Elected 2021] Rights of Way (Public Footpaths) Representative / Council Asset Inspection (twice year) 
Hannah Oswin [Elected May 2016 / 2021] HPPAC Liaison / web site and computer support / Finance Signatory
Teeton Ward:
Mike Tomalin [Elected May 2016 / 2021] Tree warden (Hollowell & Teeton) / Internal Audit / Pocket Park Support (H & S Inspections)
Vacancy [May 2021 – 2023]

NB: The Council does not qualify for ‘General Power of Competence’ under Sect 8 Localism Act 2011, which requires two thirds of councillors to be elected, together with the Clerk holding a specified qualification.  Although all Councillors were elected in 2021, the change of Clerk in September 2016 has removed the specified qualification.
Changes to Procedure in Response to Covid - 19
Legislation (LGA 1972) determined that ‘virtual’ meetings could not continue when Covid regulations expired.  This required Councillors to actually attend meetings despite other Covid restrictions and Public Health advice deterring public gatherings.   Despite this the Council was able to maintain a ‘business as usual’ process but individual Councillors did have to make personal assessments of the risk.  

ASSET SURVEY
Assets within the Parish, that are the responsibility of the Council, are inspected in accordance with the Council’s Risk Assessment Policy.  Details of these assets are recorded on the Asset Register which can be viewed on the Council web site.  
Northants County Association of Local Councils Asset Management Project 
Following on from the Council’s participation in the project it was determined to continue with the mapping service provided by Parish Online aided by BHIB insurers.  The full benefits of the system are yet to be realised.
Assets of Community Value (ACV)
The Community Right to Bid (Assets of Community Value in legislation) was one of a raft of new initiatives introduced in the Localism Act 2011.  Hollowell Steam Rally field was identified as a local asset and at a meeting on the 16 March 2022 the Council determined to apply to West Northamptonshire Council (Daventry) to have the field formally registered as an Asset of Community Value (ACV).  WNC notified the Council on 27 July 2022 that the application was rejected. 
Maintenance and Repairs
[bookmark: _Hlk134193569]Inspection of the Village Sign located adjacent to the Millennium Bus Shelter at The Green, Hollowell identified issues with the supporting post, sign ‘picture’ and frame that needed repair.  Councillor Allen Eaton MBE made a generous donation and, aided by members of the Hollowell Steam Committee, was able to restore the sign to its former glory.  The Council funded the work undertaken by Dave Rose of D&H Creative Sign & Display.  The efforts of all involved was greatly appreciated by residents.

COMMUNICATIONS
H & T PC Web Site (Openness & Accountability) 
The statutory requirements for ‘Openness & Accountability’ have continued to engage Councillors and the Clerk in the management of Council communications and information. The Council web site remains the primary source of information for the public regarding agendas, minutes and important council related issues and Councillor Hannah Oswin has continued with the maintenance and development of the web site to ensure compliance with the ‘Openness & Accountability’ procedures.  The work undertaken by Hannah is greatly appreciated.
Hollowell Facebook 
The Hollowell News Facebook web site has enhanced the Councils links with Parishioners.  This is not a Parish Council responsibility, but was developed and is managed by Councillor Emily Curtis.  This continues to provide an invaluable platform in communicating information to the community about local issues and I take this opportunity to yet again express appreciation for the time and effort that Emily devotes to the management of the Facebook page.  

The Village Link
This is a local bi-monthly publication, with web site, that provides news from, and is distributed free of charge to, the Northamptonshire villages of Cold Ashby, Cottesbrooke, Creaton, Guilsborough, Hollowell & Teeton and Thornby.  Information about recent activities of the Parish Council is submitted for publication to assist with maintaining Parishioners awareness.  Councillor Emily Curtis contributes time and effort into ensuring that activities of groups within Hollowell and Teeton Parish receive appropriate publication. 
The Council made a donation of £150.00 (Sect 137) to support the administration of The Village Link.
WhatsApp and Email Groups
Residents have options to receive local information via email and WhatsApp by joining groups managed by Councillor Emily Curtis.  The WhatsApp facility was introduced in support of planning and management of the FAFF event and then continued to provide a platform for residents to seek advice, receive reports of incidents and other initiatives within the Parish.  Both of these systems have continued to provide a well-managed valued source of local information.

FINANCE
At the meeting held on 19 January 2022 the budget for 2022/23 was agreed at £14,052.00 and the Council resolved to set the precept at £12,100 for 2022/23 to ensure Reserve funding could be maintained.  
The Council had transferred its accounts to Unity Trust Bank on the 1 April 2021 but retained an account with NatWest until October 2022.  The UT Bank has facilitated online management of payments and supervision of accounts by the Clerk who is the Responsible Finance Officer.  I acknowledge the role of Councillors Hannah Oswin and Graham Leah in managing the online payments.
Section 137 of the Local Government Act of 1972 allows councils to provide grant funding to support community initiatives and the Council resolved to make provision of £1,500.00 within its reserves for this service.  £8.82 was the amount that parish and town councils could spend per elector.  Payments made during the year included the £150.00 to Village Link.
By maintaining a budget of under £25,000.00, the Council is able to limit the level of audit but has to comply with transparency regulations.  The Council continued to use the NCALC Internal Auditor.  Even with this reduced level of audit there is a heavy burden on the Clerk / RFO in ensuring the Councils accounts comply with regulations and procedures.  
As Chairman, and on behalf of the Parish, I wish to record my appreciation for the work undertaken by Mrs Gillian Greaves in maintaining the Councils finances.

GRASS MOWING CONTRACT
The Council web site has details of the areas which the Council has designated for mowing of verges and grassed areas within the Parish.  Requests have been received from residents to include other area and these are assessed on an individual basis to ensure the additional work and cost can be justified.  
The Council previously received a small grant from Northamptonshire County Council for undertaking maintenance of roadside verges within 30 mph restricted areas of the Parish.  This grant funding was expected to continue with West Northamptonshire Council but changes in the Highways Contractor (Kier Highways) and staffing at WNC has necessitated the Clerk having to raise the issue of non-payment with NCALC and WNC.
Elm Tree Garden Maintenance (ETGM – Mark Hazle) was appointed as the contractor from 1 March 2017 and the Council extended this into 2022 / 23. 
Councillor Allen Eaton MBE maintains a working liaison with the mowing contractor to ensure the contract is fulfilled efficiently.  This work of Councillor Eaton and Mark Hazle is appreciated.

HIGHWAYS & RIGHTS of WAY
The Council remains responsible for two of the four grit bins located on Church Hill, Hollowell and the relatively mild winter resulted in less use of the grit and the need to refill all the bins.  This remains an issue for the Council unless or until the West Northamptonshire Council determines to re-adopt the bins.
Residents have queried the use of the bridal way (CY 7) located between Creaton Road, Hollowell and the A5199 Welford Road, by motorcycles.  Research into the legal status revealed that to prevent the use would require a Traffic Order and although these had been applied to other Right of Way in the County this did not include CY7.  

THE MISS JANE LETTS (HOLLOWELL) CHARITY
The charity is required to be managed by three Parish Councillors, in accordance with the will of James William Boothe Letts, who died on 16th December 1940, although it is not a Parish Council statutory responsibility.  I acknowledge the contribution that Councillors make in managing this trust and commend Councillor Emily Curtis for her perseverance in researching the processes and preparing appropriate reports and accounts, details of which are displayed on the Council’s web site.  

LITTER PICKING
A litter pick around the Parish in early spring, co-ordinated by Councillor Emily Curtis and supported by Hollowell Steam with the contribution of litter picking equipment was re-instated in Spring 2022 with several residents continuing to undertake collection of litter when out walking throughout the year and are to be commended for their efforts.  

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH [NHW] AND POLICE LIAISON
Councillor Andrew Crisp continued to undertake the role of NHW Co-ordinator and Police Liaison.  NHW requires the participation of residents by remaining vigilant and reviewing the security of their homes, vehicles and property if a low crime rate is to be maintained.
The Parish Council continues to support the Hollowell & Teeton NHW but no expenditure was incurred this year.
The scheme remains active and maintains close liaison with Police staff on the Daventry Rural Policing Team.  Neighbourhood Alert messages, advising of recent crime incidents and prevention, are circulated to members and this distribution is supported by Hollowell News Facebook. 
NCALC re-introduced a ‘Police Liaison Representative’ role in March 2021 and this has been developed throughout the year.  It remains to be seen how this role benefits the community and the activities of NHW.

PLANNING
Planning Applications
The change to Unitary Authority (01/04/21) continues to affect the processing of Planning Applications with the procedures of the three previous Authorities having to be amalgamated.
Hollowell Parish remains classified within ‘Other Villages’ and Teeton is classified within ‘Small Settlements/Hamlets’.  It is expected that this strategy and the Hollowell & Teeton Village Design Statement (VDS) will continue to be applied by West Northamptonshire Council Development Control Officers to manage development.
Community Infrastructure Levy
The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge on the amount of floor space created by new development and in consequence of a planning development (WND/2021/0565) the Council received a payment of £166.67 in October 2022.  This money is to be spent on the parish council’s own priorities for local infrastructure.

POCKET PARK 
Annual Health & Safety Inspection
I acknowledge the contribution of Councillor Mike Tomalin who carried out monthly inspections of the Park and play equipment.  The issues raised in the Annual Health & Safety Inspection Report were considered by the Council and remedial work undertaken when and where necessary.  Inspections and reports identified issues with two installations within Hollowell Pocket Park that needed repair.  Councillor Andrew Crisp was able to replace the bridge platform panel on the Multi Play (Junior) but a contractor was needed to be used to repair the Cable Runway.  A resident made a donation of £50.00 toward the cost of this repair.
Hedgerow Maintenance, Grass Mowing and Weed Control
The hedgerows on the north and west boundary were trimmed by Roger Heygate of Heygate Contracting Ltd.  The east boundary post and netting fence, installed approximately 20 years ago when the Park was first opened, was found to be in need of repair following on from the hedge laying completed in March 2022.  A total of 55 posts were installed with the assistance of Roger Heygate.
The areas of grass are mowed by Mark Hazle of Elm Tree Garden Maintenance in accordance with the Council’s contract which provides for frequent cutting around play equipment where weed control has to be monitored.  
[bookmark: _Hlk134983419]Hollowell Pocket Park Action Committee (HPPAC)
Councillors Emily Curtis and Hannah Oswin are members of the HPPAC which assists with them providing liaison between the Council and the Committee.  The Parish Council was pleased to receive a donation from HPPAC of just over £3,000 to facilitate the purchase and installation of a new double swing frame, the removal of the old frame, and installation of the appropriate grass safety matting by Playground Supplies Limited.  The Council is also appreciative of the response from Daren Hawthorn of Playground Supplies Ltd when a resident reported a fault with one of the seats on the swing.  Darren arrange for prompt repair without charge. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Hollowell has continued to be served by a Public Bus Service (59 / 60) linking the village with Northampton and Market Harborough albeit with an amended and reduced service.  This has been maintained with subsidies funded by West Northamptonshire Council and local Parish Councils.  The Chairman of Spratton Parish Council, John Hunt, continued to co-ordinate response from the Parishes directly affected by the threatened withdrawal of services and this resulted in the provision of funds to continue the revised service from April 2022.  
The Council has committed to provide £979.89 in support of the continued service into 2023.

STREET LIGHTING
The 32 Street Lamps located within the parish are managed under contract by E.ON Energy Solutions Limited.  Faults are reported to Eon and remedial work undertaken as part of the maintenance contract.
This is separate from the supply of electricity which is determined through an Unmetered Supply Certificate (UMS).  The supply is provided by Total Energies Gas & Power Ltd on a fixed price contract whereby the cost per kilo watt hour (kWh) is reviewed from 1 October each year.
The conflict in Ukraine and its subsequent impact on European energy supplies led to a rapid increase in wholesale energy costs.  The Council did benefit from the governments Energy Bill Relief Scheme (EBRS).  This provided some additional discounts for the months of October 2022 to March 2023.
The provision of Street Lighting remains a substantial element of the Parish budget and precept and will continue to be monitored to ensure it is cost effective, particularly in regard to the current trend of substantial increases in the cost of electricity.  
Advice was sought from E.On Energy on options to reduce cost but to achieve a meaningful reduction would have required the replacement of the current lamps with LED lamps at a cost of over £10,00,00, which the Council determined was not practical.

TREE SURVEY
The Councils Risk Assessment Policy requires a survey to be undertaken every three years to assess the general condition of trees located around the Parish that are the direct responsibility of the Council or their location may impact upon a Council asset.  No survey was required in 2022 / 23. 

PARISH ACTIVITIES
Hollowell FAFF - the Fete and Flower Festival has organised by a group of residents and held in Hollowell 2019 and 2021 but not in 2022  
Hollowell Steam & Heavy Horse Show (HS&HHS), Annual Firework display and local pensioners Christmas lunch – has been organised annually since 1986.  Covid – 19 impacted the event and, with great reluctance, the organisers decided to cancel all events in 2020 and 2021.  However, the Hollowell Steam and Vintage Rally event was held on the weekend of 2 & 3 July, the Firework display on 5 November and the Pensioners Lunch on 4 December 2022.  Councillor Allen Eaton MBE is commended for undertaking the organisation of these events.
Village Hall – Residents volunteer as committee members to manage the Village Hall, located off Church Hill, Hollowell, below the church.  The Council’s web site has a section dedicated to the Hall and details of booking arrangements.  The Hall was not available for local events or social functions because of Covid – 19 restrictions but as these were reduced it became possible to allow activities to resume.  These included ‘We Are Hopewell’ for their coffee mornings, the Steam Rally committee for their monthly meetings and to host social events including a return to fully fledged and very well attended Harvest Supper/Auction of Promises and Quiz Night events.  A copy of the Village Hall Chairman’s report is available on the H & T P C web site.
Village Planters – three planters are located around the Millennium Bus Shelter located on The Green in Hollowell.  Councillor Curtis, supported by residents Viv Benjamin, and Jan & Alan Winterburn, had undertaken to maintain these and continue to do so.  The Council acknowledges their kind efforts and refunds the cost of the plants and compost. 
We are Hopewell
In October 2018 Hollowell residents Paul and Cheryl Charter set up a local support group with a mobile, email and Facebook link.  Their introductory message reads: We called it "Hopewell" because we wanted to fill a gap where anyone who is feeling "Hollow" and their "well" of strength has run dry can find a source of "Hope". 
The ‘We are Hopewell’ group has continued to support Hollowell and Teeton throughout the Covid 19 Pandemic.  There was limited opportunity for social gathering (‘Coffee Mornings’) but these were re-introduced as soon as restrictions were eased.
‘Homes for Ukraine’
On 24 February 2022, Russia invaded and occupied parts of Ukraine in a major escalation of the Russo-Ukrainian War, which had begun in 2014. The invasion has resulted in tens of thousands of deaths on both sides, and instigated Europe's largest refugee crisis since World War II.  
On the 14 March 2022 the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, Michael Gove, launched a webpage for sponsors to record their interest, ahead of Phase One of the opening of ‘The Homes for Ukraine’.  The scheme was to allow individuals, charities, community groups and businesses in the UK to bring Ukrainians to safety – including those with no family ties to the UK.
Several households in the Parish expressed interest in supporting the initiative and Councillor Emily Curtis took on the role of Co-ordinating the response from Hollowell & Teeton residents.  Two Ukraine families were accommodated in Hollowell households and a Russian speaking resident assisted with communication.  All those involved with this initiative are to be commended.
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II - The Queen's Platinum Jubilee 
In 2022, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II celebrated 70 years of service, becoming the first British monarch in history to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee.  The historic occasion was marked by an extended bank holiday Platinum Jubilee Weekend running from Thursday 2 to Sunday 5 June. 
Locally, this included the lighting of a beacon in a field off the Teeton to Guilsborough road in Guilsborough on Thursday evening and a garden party in the grounds of Beech House on Church Hill, Hollowell on the afternoon of Saturday 4 June.  Over 70 residents attended the 
Garden Party organised by Councillor Emily Curtis with assistance from the many residents providing food and music.  Thanks are also due to Mrs Diana Wells for allowing the use of Beech House Garden.
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II - Death
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II died on Thursday 8 September 2022 and her funeral was held on Monday 19 September 2022.  The Parish Council had received briefings from NCALC on the protocols and procedures, in anticipation of this occurring, and determined there were no specific actions to take.  Residents attended the lying in state in Westminster Hall, London and a service was held in St James Church Hollowell.
Proclamation of new Sovereign
The High Sheriff of Northamptonshire, Crispin Holborow DL, made the county proclamation of the accession of His Majesty King Charles III on the steps of All Saints Church in Northampton on Sunday 11 September 2022 at 1.00pm.  A copy of the proclamation was posted on the Council web site but no other formalities were required or undertaken by the Council.
EVRI Parcel Service
In December 2022 Residents reported problems with non-delivery of items by courier Evri.  This was not just a local issue but, through the endeavours of Councillor Emily Curtis, a local couple who worked for the company took it upon themselves to collect as many Hollowell & Teeton parcels as they could identify and delivered them to Hollowell Village Hall on Xmas Eve 2022.  Karen and Adam Shuter provided their logistics expertise and many residents were able to collect their packages intime for Christmas. 
Asylum Seekers Contingency Accommodation
On 22 December 2022 West Northamptonshire Council published information on its web site advising that the Home Office had informed WNC that they intend to use hotels as accommodation for asylum seekers across the country, including West Northamptonshire.
On the 23 December 2022 WNC staff circulated information by email advising “Following our recent meeting and calls, we have now received confirmation (late yesterday) that the Home Office intend to stand up Highgate House as an Asylum Contingency Hotel”.
In the days following it became apparent that ‘The Signature Group Limited’ was in the process of purchasing Highgate House, Grooms Lane, Creaton with the intention of housing 400 asylum seekers.  Residents in Creaton and surrounding parishes expressed their concern on social media and at public meetings organised by Creaton Parish Council.  Councillors Andrew Crisp and Emily Curtis maintained contact with Creaton Parish Councillors and subsequently attended a meeting with Chris Heaton-Harris MP and other councillors to gain an understanding of the options available to oppose the Home Office plans.  Creaton PC initiated a legal challenge by way of Judicial Review of the HO decision.  Letters were sent from Creaton, Cottesbrooke and WNC pursuant to a legal process known as a “Pre-Action Protocol.” This is an exchange of letters between both sides in a possible Judicial Review claim whereby information is passed from one side to the other (i.e. the HO to Creaton and Cottesbrooke) so that the merits of any claim for Judicial Review can then be assessed on the basis of the information provided.  It also enables both sides to see if a resolution is possible before beginning litigation.  The HO is legally obliged to answer the questions asked.
At 7.30pm Wednesday 11th January 2023 Hollowell & Teeton Parish Council held a public meeting for Hollowell & Teeton residents at Hollowell Village Hall to provide further information about the plans to turn Highgate House Hotel into an asylum contingency hotel for up to 400 migrants.  Councillors Andrew Crisp and Emily Curtis Chaired the meeting and provided a short summary of the situation to date and answered questions.  The aim of the meeting was to present the facts as far as currently known and to clear up any misunderstandings amongst residents.  
On the 13 January 2023 Chris Heaton-Harris MP notified residents that the Home Office had informed the local authority of their decision to stand down Highgate House as asylum seeker accommodation. This was due to a change in accommodation criteria which means Highgate House had been deemed unsuitable.  I express my appreciation of the efforts of Councillor James Hill, Chairman of Creaton Parish Council, Chris Heaton-Harris MP and his staff in resolving this issue to the satisfaction of residents. 

SUMMARY

That Was The Year That Was: The war in Ukraine continues to impact local issues and it remains to be seen how this can be brought to an end.  
My thanks are extended to The Clerk and all Councillors who have contributed their time and effort in support of the Parish. 

A. G. Crisp (Chairman)
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