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Minutes of the Meeting of Hollowell & Teeton Parish Council held in Hollowell Village Hall on Wednesday 16 September 2026 at 7.30pm.

Councillors:			Cllr S Cooksley
Cllr A Crisp (Chairman)
Cllr E Curtis 
				Cllr G Leah 
				Cllr S McCubbin
				Cllr C Morrell
				Cllr H Oswin
										
Clerk to the Council:		Gillian Greaves
WNC Ward Councillor 		Cllr Christine Ware
Members of Public		Ian Horne, Vice Chair Creaton Parish Council
				Member of the public		


26/085	Receive and approve apologies for absence.   Apologies received from Cllr Tomalin due to a prior commitment and noted in the minutes. 

[bookmark: _Hlk228902809]26/086		Declaration of Interest. None received. 
	
26/087	Receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 19 August 2026. The Council Resolved to approve the minutes of the 19 August 2026 and the Chairman signed them as a correct record of the meeting.

26/088		Note any matters arising from the minutes not included on the agenda for report only. None. 

26/089		Public Time

		Community Speed Watch 
Cllr Ian Horne attended the meeting at the request of the Chairman to give an overview of the Community Speed Watch UK initiative currently being developed by Creaton Parish Council in conjunction with other local parishes. A scheme shared across neighbouring parishes will provide an opportunity to share the costs.  

A speed detection camera costs £150 plus additional costs of signage, training session (£150) and admin costs. A pool of local committed volunteers (6-8 adults) and a Scheme Co-ordinator need to be established before a scheme could be operational. 

Cllr Horne briefed the Council on the current traffic calming measures operating in Creaton and what arrangements would need to be put in place to launch a local scheme to recruit sufficient local volunteers to be trained to use the approved handheld speed detection camera and record the data (speed, vehicle details etc.). This information is then sent to the Road Safety Team who then write to the offending drivers, this action can be escalated for regular offenders. 

Local schemes are co-ordinated by the areas Road Safety Team who approve sites/locations for the scheme signage.  Permission to erect the signs is then subject to Highways approval and a licence fee. The scheme operates in daylight hours, during busiest traffic times, usually for 1-hour sessions and campaigns would need to be held at regular intervals probably 3 or 4 times a year. Volunteers would need to erect signs in prominent locations prior to the commencement of any campaign.  

The data returns, if significant could result in a mobile speed camera visiting the area, Cllr Horne referred to this already occurring in Creaton prior to any scheme. 

Hollowell Water Recycling Centre:
A Member of the Public addressed the Council regarding the ongoing dispute concerning the condition/maintenance/road safety etc., of the shared access road with Anglian Water. This road serves a number of residential properties as well as the Anglian Water, Water Treatment Works. The situation has been subject to ongoing correspondence between the resident and Anglian Water however to date without a resolution. The resident enquired about the ownership of an area of land adjacent to the road. 

The Chairman thanked the resident. and advised that as this was a civil matter the Parish Council would not be able to intervene. However, in reference to a particular piece land adjacent to the road the Chairman advised that this land is not owned or maintained by the Parish Council, however it may be owned by WNC and further enquiries should be directed to their offices. Cllr Ware said she would be pleased to support the resident with his enquiries. 

26/090	Unitary Councillor Report. 
Cllr Ware reported that WNC’s Planning Policy Committee voted not to proceed with the draft Regulation 19 Local Plan and instead to start a new plan under the 2026 planning rules. Subsequently, the Minister of State for Housing and Planning formally directed WNC to proceed with the existing draft, begin the Regulation 19 consultation by 5 October 2026 and submit the Plan for examination by 31 December 2026. Parish and town councils should therefore continue preparing to consider the consultation at their October meetings.  Meanwhile WNC has received feedback to the draft local plan and is considering slight changes to the rural area numbers. WNC cannot demonstrate a 5 years supply of deliverable housing sites, as a result the NPPF’s “titled balance” is engaged and allows the risk of speculative development.  Work is needed to improve the draft local plan. 

Cllr Ware briefed the Council that from 31 October 2026, the new National Scheme of Delegation for Planning Functions comes into effect.  This is a significant change and Ward Councillors will no longer be permitted to exercise local “call in” arrangements.  From 31 October most applications will be decided by planning officers, whilst large Planning applications such as large housing developments will still be considered by the Planning Committee. Cllr Ware stated that that whilst Councillors cannot “call in” applications they can still represent their Ward. 

Cllr Ware updated the Council on personnel changes at WNC with Martin Henry recently appointed as CEO, James Smith Finance Director and the Director of Resources currently out for recruitment. 

26/091	Neighbourhood Watch and Police Liaison – receive an update from the Chairman. The Chairman reported that the Chief Constable and Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner is holding a public seminar. 

26/092		Correspondence – requiring a response or a decision.
		West Northants Council Town and Parish Briefing edition 49 – noted. 
Northants CALC – Would your Council support a Parish Highways Representative Scheme? The Chairman agreed to respond on behalf of the Council. 
West Northants Council, Community Emergency Plan – Flood Warning Training. The Council noted the training session. 		

26/093	Planning – to consider any planning consultation papers, applications and completions received. 
	26/093/1 Local Plan Briefing with WNC – Part II Update. Update provided by WNC Ward Cllr Ware.
	26/093/2 Planning application for consideration:
	Application No
	Location
	Description

	2025/2420/MAF
	Hollowell Lodge Farm Welford Road Hollowell NN6 8NX
	Demolition of 13no. buildings (Classes C3, B2/B8 and Sui Generis);
erection of 8no. Class B2 Units and 3no. Class B8 Units; provision
of soft and hard landscaping and sustainable drainage
infrastructure.  (Amended Plans/Information) No Decision on the application has been made to date. 

	2026/3019/FULL
	Teeton Lodge, Ravensthorpe Road, Teeton NN6 8LP
	Farm Change of Use, Barn conversion to one bedroom dwelling, and use of a shed for domestic storage, with associated external alterations patio and car parking. Demolition of lean-to.  No Decision has been made to date – further correspondence has been logged on the file concerning the location. 



26/094		Pocket Park
		26/094/1	HPPAC - receive an update from Cllrs Curtis and approve any action. Cllr Curtis reported that the Hollowell Steam Rally had indicated that they would be grant funding HPPAC and further information would be available in due course. 
		26/094/2 	Monthly/Annual Report - receive the bi-monthly report on the Pocket Park from Cllr Tomalin, agree actions, consider any quotations for works to address issues raised. Deferred to the next meeting. 
		26/094/3	Approve contractor and budget for annual inspection of play equipment. The Council asked the Clerk to contact the Council’s normal contractor Wicksteed Leisure Ltd., to undertake the annual inspection for a fee of £150 plus VAT.  The Clerk advised that the lead in time is 12 – 16 weeks. 
		26/094/4	Approve mowing contractor for end of season Pocket Park Maintenance and update.  The Council Resolved to approve the Pocket Park Maintenance mowing contract to Elm Tree Garden Services for £200. 

26/095		Approve changes to the Council’s Payroll Services Contract. The Clerk briefed the Council on the Payroll Services Contract which was duly noted. The Clerk to sign and return. 

26/096	Pay Award – Council to note the agreed pay award for 2025/26 and approve payment to Clerk. The Chairman briefed the Council on the Clerk’s recent pay award and the Council Resolved to approve the back dated pay award. 

26/097	Renewal of Council’s Insurance - Council to approve third and final year insurance renewal premium of a three-year agreement. The Council Resolved to approve the insurance renewal and premium with Clear Council. 

26/098		Finance & Administration: 
26/098/1 	Bank Reconciliations 31 August 2026 – separate paper circulated prior to meeting.
		The Council Resolved to approve the bank reconciliations dated 31 August 2026.
26/098/2	Banking - UTB Signatories – update.  The Clerk reported that the Council’s bank had confirmed that Cllr Morrell has now been added to the Council’s signatories. Cllr Morrell confirmed that she has logged on to the banking system and will meet with the Chairman in the next few weeks to go through the authorisation process. The Clerk to issue a draft banking checklist to Councillors for consideration at the November meeting. 
26/098/3	Draft budget 2027/28 preparation.  The Clerk requested Councillor to give consideration to projects and future spending in preparation for the draft budget 2027/28 which will be considered at the November meeting.  Councillors to forward anything for consideration to the Clerk by the end of October. 
26/098/4	Receipts & Payments – To approve payments. The Council Resolved to approve the payments listed below.
Invoices for Payment 			
	
	Payee
	Purpose
	VAT
	Amount
	Powers

	[bookmark: _Hlk100063188]BP
	G Greaves
	Clerks Salary September 2026 & backpay 
	
	£456.62
	LGA 1972 s112

	BP
	HMRC
	Clerks PAYE/ NICS September 2026
	
	£114.20
£23.07
	LGA 1972 s112

	BP
	G Greaves
	Clerks September travel expenses
	
	£14.30
	LGA 1972 s112

	BP
	Total Energy
	Street Lighting supply invoice 
	£4.95
	£103.97
	Highways Act 1980

	BP
	UTB
	September 2026 Service charge
	
	£7.00
	LGA 1972 s112

	BP
	Clear Council 
	Insurance Renewal year 3 invoice LCO01940
	
	£950.12
	LGA 1972 s112



26/099	Policy Review Timetable.  The Clerk updated the Council and reported that a policy review timetable was under development. Northants CALC have provided a copy of Local Council Documents and Policies, Version 11 which provides a useful list of essential and best practice policy documents required by parish councils. 

26/100	Anglian Water – Residents concern of condition of access road and update on Issues with water pressure. See response under public time. 

26/101	Update on Street Light upgrade – Chairman to report. The Chairman reported the Contractor has updated the Council, they understand the lanterns are due to be produced in the next week and fitting will take place shortly afterwards.  The Clerk will keep Councillors advised on any updates. 	

26/102	WNC Annual Parish Conference – Parishes in Partnership 26 November 2026 – Council to decide attendance.  The Chairman and Vice Chairman agreed to attend and Cllr Morrell volunteered as substitute in the event either one could not attend. The Clerk to arrange the bookings. 

26/103	Training Requests/Feedback. Cllr Morrell recently attended an online course “Planning Nuts & Bolts” which she found useful. 

26/104	Speeding - Council to consider resident speeding concerns on Creaton Road, Hollowell NN6 8RP - Council to consider and issue response. The Council considered the resident’s speeding concerns on Creaton Road, together with the Community Speed Watch (CSW) information provided by Cllr Ian Horne, Creaton Parish Council. The Chairman advised the Council that West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) has responsibility for highways and, together with Northamptonshire Police, for road safety and residents can report speeding concerns through WNC web sites.  

The Chairman agreed to contact the Policing Team to ask if an enforcement visit was possible. Further the Chairman agreed to contact the Road Safety Team to ask for an assessment of Hollowell for suitable areas to locate signage, if possible to undertake a traffic survey and to ascertain if a local CSW scheme is viable. Once this information has been obtained to bring the matter back to a future meeting of the Council for further consideration. 
		
26/105		Date of Next Meeting Wednesday 18 November 2026 at 7.30 pm. Noted. 

26/106		Close.  Meeting closed at 9.20 pm. 






Signed 	   								Date 
Chairman

Please note this is a public meeting and you may be filmed, recorded and published.
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